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Congressional Quiz 





queen 


()--How many Congressional committee meetings 
were closed to the public this year? 


A--A Congressional Quarterly study showed 
committees and subcom- 

mittees closed their 

doors 36 percent of the 

time they met in 1955, 

In 1954, the commit- 

tees held 41 percent of 

their meetings behind 

shut doors. Joint com- 

mittees, in 1955, barred 

the public 72 percent 

of the time; Senate com- 

mittees, 34 percent; 

and House committees, 35 percent. 


Q--Will there be a Prohibition ticket in next 
year's Presidential campaign? 


A--The National Prohibition Party Sept. 6 nom- 
inated Dr. Enoch A, Holtwick of Greenville, IIl., 
a retired college professor, as its candidate in 
the 1956 Presidential elections. The party's vice 
presidential candidate: Brig. Gen. Herbert C, 
Holdridge (ret.), a West Point classmate of 
President Eisenhower. 


()--How much money did the government spend 
on salaries of civilian employees last year? 


\--The Joint Committee on Nonessential Ex- 
penditures Sept. 5 said the federal civilian pay- 


roll totaled $9.6 billion in fiscal 1955. The Com- 
mittee said the number of civilian employees 
averaged 2,367,290 for the year. 


()--Who voted more frequently in Congress this 
year -- Republicans or Democrats? 


A--Congressional Quarterly’s tally of voting 
participation showed Democrats participating in 
89 percent of the 163 roll-call votes held during 
the first session of the 84th Congress; Republi- 
cans participating in 88 percent. Senate Demo- 
crats and GOP Members each scored 86 percent 
in voting participation; Hlouse Democrats 90 
percent, House Republicans 88 percent. 


()--Who were the Senators with the highest and 
lowest 1955 records on voting participation? 


A--Congressional Quarterly’s tabulation showed 
four Senators with 100 percent participation in 87 
roll-call votes: William F, Knowland (R Calif.), 
Frederick G, Payne (R Maine), Spessard L, 
Holland (D Fla.), and John Stennis (D Miss.). 
John F, Kennedy (D Mass.), ill for a great part 
of the session, participated in 23 percent of the 
roll-call votes. James E, Murray (D Mont.) 
participated in 49 percent. The lowest Republi- 
can score belonged to Andrew F, Schoeppel (Kan. ), 
60 percent. 


NOTE: CQ Weekly Report pages on which additional 
data may be found: (1) 1046; (2) 1049; (3) LOSI; 
(4) 1039; (5) LO41. 
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PARTY UNITY 





Republicans, Democrats Disagreed Less in 1955; 


Bolters Cost Both Parties Some Victories 





Republicans and Democrats got into fewer jaw-to-jaw 
quarrels than usual during the 1955 session of Congress 
They clashed on only about one-third of the roll-call 
votes, according to Congressional (uarterly’s analysis 
of Party Unity. 

Democrats won more often than the Republicans on 
roll calls which split Congress along party lines. 

Defections cost both parties victories 


Partisanship Declines 


Fewer roll calls split the parties -- Republicans 
vs. Democrats -- in 1955 than in 1954 


Party-Unity roll calls of 1955: 


otal Party-Unity of Party- 
Roll Calls Roll Calls Unity Roll Calls 


Both chambers 163 57 359 
Senate 87 26 30 
House 76 3) 41 


Party-Unity roll calls of 1954 


Total Party-Unity %, of Party- 
Roll Calls Roll Calls Unity Roll Calls 


Both chambers 257 114 449 
Senate 181 85 47 
House 76 29 38 


Party-Unity Scoreboard 


On Party-Unity roll calls, the majority of voting 
Democrats opposes the majority of voting Republicans 
Therefore one party wins and the other loses, Kesults 
of the 26 Senate and 3! House Party-Unity roll calls of 
1955, and the 85 Senate and 29 House Party-Unity roll 
calls of 1954 


Senate House 
1955 1954 1955 1954 

GOP Won 14 59 10 i9 
GOP Lost 12 26 21 10 
Democrats Won 12 26 21 10 
Democrats Lost 14 59 10 19 
GOP Voted Unan- 

imously ; 10 l I 
Dems Voted Unan- 

imously 4 10 l | 


Party Scores 
Composites of Republican and Democratic scores 


for Party Unity and Opposition to Party, 1955 and 1954 


Republican Democrat 


1955 1954 1955 1954 
PARTY UNITY 


Both chambers OY 6 29 6649 

Senate 5 KO) 2 64 

House 69 4 d 66 
Definitions 


Party Unity Roll Calls Roll-call vores which aplit the 
parties, the majority of votisg Democrats opposing the ma 
jority of voting Republicans. Koll call which either party 


divides evenly are excluded 


Party Unity Scores Percentage f Party tv re 
calls on which a Member vote yea’ or ay green 
with the majority of his party Failure tO vote, eve fa 
Member announces his stand, lower his score ounting a 
missed ‘times at hat 


Opposition-to-Party Scores Percentage of Party 


roil calls on which a Member vote yea’ or ay 
agreement with the majority of his party ra res to vote 
even if a Member ansounce i tand, lower ore 
Member's Party iy and Opposition -t art res addt 
OO percent only if he voted on a Part ‘ : 


fy Som Wadia Week ending Sept. 23, 1955 PAGE 106 





OPPOSITION TO PARTY 
Both chambers 19%, 
Senate 16 
House 19 


FOREIGN POLICY 


Kepublican and Democratic scores on Party-Unity 

roll calls in the field of foreign policy, 1955: 
Republican Democrat 

PARTY UNITY 

Both chambers 524%, 58Y, 

Senate 64 62 

House 50 57 
OPPOSITION TO PARTY 

Both chambers 31 30 

Senate 25 25 

House 31 31 


Four of the 26 Senate votes, and six of the 31 House 
roll calls dealt with foreign policy. 


DOMESTIC AFF AIRS 


Republican and Democratic scores on Party-Unity 

roll calls in the field of domestic affairs, 1955: 
Republican Democrat 

PARTY UNITY 

Both chambers 74%, 

Senate 76 

lHlouse 74 
OPPOSITION TO PARTY 

Both chambers 16 

Senate 14 

House 16 


Twenty-two of the 26 Senate votes, and 25 of the 31 
House roll calls dealt with domestic affairs. 


Who Draws Party Line? 


On some roll calls, the parties take official 
stands after caucusing. Or the floor leaders may pro- 
vide guidance. The Administration's position may 
help line up its party in Congress. 

Even if the party leaders take an official stand, 
the party majority may not support them. For ex- 
ample, if Senate Minority Leader William F, Know- 
land (RK Calif.) announces that President Eisenhower 
favors a bill, the majority cf Republicans neverthe- 
less may vote ‘‘nay.’’ For purposes of CQ’s Party- 
Unity analysis, actual votes draw party lines. In 
the illustration cited, the Republican line would be 
‘'nay;"’ any Republican voting “yea’’ would be counted 
as opposing his party. 

On some roll calls, no official party position is 
stated and each Member is on his own, In these 
cases -- just as when an official party stand is 
known -- actual votes draw party lines for CQ's 
analysis. 
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REGIONAL SCORES 


Party-Unity scores, by region, on the 26 Senate and 
31 House roll calls of 1955: 


East West South Midwest 


REPUBLICANS 
Both chambers 684, 74%, 67%, 704 
Senate 77 80 -- 69 
House 67 73 67 71 
DEMOCRATS 
Both chambers 73% 79% 644%, 86%, 
Senate 65 73 70 88 
House 74 81 63 86 


Opposition-to-Party scores, by region, 1955: 


Eas? West South Midwest 


REPUBLICANS 
Both chambers 20%, 16% 21% 199, 
Senate 13 12 21 
House 21 17 21 19 
DEMOCRATS 
Both chambers 14 12 28 
Senate 14 10 20 
House 13 12 29 


(For states comprising each region, see CQ 
Almanac, Vol, X, 1954, p. 52.) 


Individual Scores 


Highest individual scorers in Party Unity -- those 
who voted with their party majority most consistently -- 
1955: 


SENATE 
Democrat 


Mansfield (Mont. ) 100%, 
Johnston (S.C, ) 96 
Douglas (II1.) 92 
McNamara (Mich. ) 92 
Scott (N.C,) 92 
Sparkman (Ala.) 92 


Republican 


Knowland (Calif.) 100% 
Martin (lowa) 96 
Bennett (Utah) 92 
Watkins (Utah) 92 


HOUSE 
Democrat 


Addonizio (N,J.) LOO%. 
Karsten (Mo.) 100 
Madden (Ind. ) 100 
McCormack (Mass.) 100 
Murray (Ill.) 100 
O'Hara (IlI.) 100 
Rodino (N.J.) 100 


Republican 


Thompson (Mich.) LOOY, 
Bow (Ohio) 94 
Bush (Pa.) 94 
Scudder (Calif.) 94 
Van Pelt (Wis.) 94 


Highest individual scorers in Opposition to Party -- 
those who voted against their party majority most con- 
sistently -- 1955: 


SENATE 


Democrat 


Byrd (Va.) 58%, 
Robertson (Va.) 58 
Holland (Fla.) 50 


Republican 
Langer (N.D.) 85%, 
Young (N.D.) 50 
Case (S.D.) 27 





Dworshak (Idaho) 27% Stennis (Miss.) 38% 
McCarthy (Wis.) 27 Ellender (L.a.) 35 
Mundt (S,D.) 27 Frear (Del.) 35 
Welker (Idaho) 27 
HOUSE 
Republican Democrat 

Dorn (N.Y.) 52% Gentry (Texas) 71% 
Fulton (Pa.) 48 Jones (N.C,) 68 
Holmes (Wash, ) 48 Robeson (Va.) 65 
Ayres (Ohio) 45 Alexander (N.C. ) 58 
Baldwin (Calif. ) 45 Dies (Texas) 58 
Merrow (N.H.) 45 Fisher (Texas) 58 
Morano (Conn, ) 45 

Pelly (Wash.) 45 

Dispersion 


Distribution of Congressmen’s 1955 Party-Unity 
scores among brackets of the percentage scale: 
SENATE HOUSE 


% Republican Democrat Republican Democrat 


100 l l l 7 
90-99 3 5 12 36 
80-89 16 14 4} 47 
70-79 13 8 58 45 
60-69 10 42 36 
50-59 5 5 28 36 
40-49 l 3 13 15 
30-39 0 3 6 6 
20-29 0 0 2 | 
10-19 1 0 0 ] 
0-9 0 0 0 ] 

Absences 
Failures to vote usually may be traced to valid 


causes, including illness and conflicting official duties. 
Among those who missed one or more 1955 Party-Unity 
roll calls -- thereby lowering their scores -- because 
of their own illness or illness or death in their families 
Sens. Lyndon B, Johnson (D Texas) and John F, Kennedy 
(D Mass.), and Reps. John J. Bell (D Texas), John B, 
Bennett (R Mich.), Iris F. Blitch (D Ga.), Oliver P, 
Bolton (R Ohio), Vera Buchanan (D Pa.), Gordon Canfield 
(R N.J.), Robert B. Chiperfield (R Ill.), Charles B, 
Deane (D N.C,), Herman P, Eberharter (D Pa.), Antonio 
M, Fernandez (D N.M.), Porter Hardy, Jr. (D Va.), John 
W. Heselton (R Mass.), Joe Holt (R Calif.), Benjamin PF. 
James (RK Pa.), Charles Raper Jonas (R N.C.), Edna F, 
Kelly (D N.Y.), Victor A, Knox (R Mich.), Otto Krueger 
(R N.D.), J. Harry McGregor (R Ohio), Walter M, Mumma 
(R Pa.), Edmund P, Radwan (R N.Y.), Daniel A, Reed 
(R N.Y.), R. Walter Riehlman (R N.Y.), T. James 
rumulty (D N.J.). 


Toll of Defections 


Bolters cost both parties victories on Party-Unity 
roll calls of 1955. If the bolters had followed the ma- 
jority of their party, the party would have won some roll- 
call tests it lost 





SWEET HARMONY | 


PARTIES CLASHED 
ON FEWER ROLL CALLS IN 1955 






GOP OPPOSED 
DEMOCRATS 

















CQ confined this analysis of defections to roll calls 
on which defectors constituted a smal! minority -- fewer 
than 25 percent of those voting. 

Defections cost the Democrats victories in the 
Senate, one in the House. The toll of defections for Re- 
publicans: Four losses in the Senate, eight in the House. 

Illustration -- The Senate March 15 rejected, 44-50, 
an amendment to cut individual income taxes. (See C() 
Weekly Report, p. 281.) Republicans opposed the amend- 
ment, 1-45. They won, Democrats voted for the amend 
ment, 43-5. They lost. The five Democrats who bucked 
their party's majority by voting ‘‘nay’’ constituted less 
than 25 percent of the total Democrati If they had 
swung over to vote with the other 43 Democrats, 
of bolting, the tax-cut amendment would have been agreed 
1o, 49-45. 


four 


vote 
instead 


The Democrats would have won, 


SENATI LOSSES 


DEMOCRATIC 


Other Senate roll-call tests lost by the Democrats 


because a small minority bolted 


Rubber Plants -- 
lutions which would have vetoed the sale of three gov- 
ernment synthetic rubber plants 
the resolutions -- against the 
Weekly Report, p. 309.) 

WOCs -- The Senate agreed, 
ment to restrict WOCs 


The Senate rejected, 39-48, reso- 


Democrats voted for 
sale -- 36-8, (See CO) 
46-45, 
- federal personnel serving with- 


to an amend 


out compensation -- to advisory functions in policy 
matters. Democrats opposed the amendment, 2-44, They 
favored a more stringent amendment. (See C() Weekly 


Report, p. 896.) 
Hall -- The Senate confirmed, 43-41, the nomination 
of John A, Hall as director of 


locomotive inspection 
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for the Interstate Commerce Commission, Democrats 
opposed confirmation, 8-35. (See CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 967.) 


SENATE REPUBLICAN LOSSES 


Senate roll-call tests lost by the Republicans be- 
cause a smal! minority bolted: 


Postal Pay -- The Senate tabled (killed), 52-41, an 
amendment which would have substituted an Administra- 
tion-backed postal pay raise formula for the larger 
increase favored by the Democrats. Republicans opposed 
the motion to table -- supporting the substitute amend- 
ment -- 9-38. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 339.) 

Housing -- The Senate rejected, 38-44, an amend- 
ment which would have reduced the public housing au- 
thorization. Republicans voted for the amendment, 32-9. 
(See CQ Weekly Report, p. 690.) 

Marine Funds -- The Senate agreed, 40-39, to 
amendments to restore Administration cuts in Marine 
Corps appropriations. Republicans opposed the amend- 
ments, 3-37, (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 758.) 

Government in Business -- The Senate rejected, 33- 
48, an amendment which would have deleted a ban on 
transfer of certain Defense Department work to private 
industry. Republicans voted for the amendment -- against 
the ban -- 32-9, (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 758.) 


HOUSE DEMOCRATIC LOSS 


The House roll-call test lost by the Democrats 
because of defections: 


Securities Probe -- The House rejected, 178-214, 
a resolution to authorize investigation of trading in federal 
government securities. Democrats voted for the inves- 
tigation, 177-29, (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 720.) 


HOUSE REPUBLICAN LOSSES 


House roll-call tests lost by the Republicans be- 
cause of defections: 


Tax Cut -- The House rejected, 205-210, a motion 
to return a tax bill to committee with orders to delete 
provisions which would have cut individual income taxes. 
Republicans voted for the motion -- against the tax cut 
-~- 189-5, (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 226.) 

Veterans Education -- The House rejected, 154- 
227, a limitation on the fee paid educational institutions 
for reports on veterans. Republicans voted for the 
amendment, 137-40. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 340.) 

Postal Pay -- The House agreed, 224-189, to an 
amendment to give postal workers a bigger raise than 
its committee recommended, Republicans voted against 
the amendment, 22-172. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 454.) 

Peanuts -- The House rejected, 193-215, anamend- 
ment which would have eliminated peanuts from the list 
of basic farm commodities for price-support purposes. 
Republicans voted for the amendment, 178-14, (See CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 516.) 

Farm Price Supports -- The House rejected, 199- 
212, a motion to recommit (kill) a bill to substitute 
rigid for flexible price supports for basic commodities, 
Republicans voted for recommittal -- against rigid 
supports «- 175-19. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 516.) 

Farm Price Supports -- The louse passed the rigid 
supports bill, 206-201, Republicans voted against the 
bill, 21-172. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 516.) 


New Formula 


Party-Unity scores in this story were calculated 
under a revised formula which: 
Weighs only votes; the old formula included 
announced stands as well as votes. 
Bases a Member’s score on all Party- 
Unity roll calls for which he was eligible; the 
old formula was based only on those Party- 
Unity roll calls on which a Member voted or 
announced his stand, so failures to vote did not 
lower his score, 
Comparison of 1954 Party-Unity scores under 
the new and old formulas: 


REPUBLICAN DEMOCRAT 


New Old = New Old 
Both chambers 76%, 864, 66%, 79% 
Senate 80 90 64 76 
House 74 84 66 8] 


The new stores for 1954 include three Party- 
Unity roll calls taken during the Senate session which 
condemned the conduct of Sen, Joseph R, McCarthy 
(R Wis.). The old scores covered only the regular 
1954 session. 

The Party-Voting computation used in 1954 as 
a complement to Party Unity has been dropped. 


Government in Business -- The House rejected, 
184-202, an amendment which would have struck out a 
provision requiring committee approval before transfer 
of certain Defense Department work to private industry, 
Republicans voted for the amendment -- against the re- 
striction -- 147-34, (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 548.) 

Housing -- The House agreed, 187-168, to a com- 
promise conference committee version of the housing 
bill. Republicans voted against the bill, 34-131. (See 
CQ Weekly Report, p. 968.) 


On six additional Party-Unity roll calls, less than 


25 percent of the losing party bolted, but the defections 
did not affect the outcome. 


LEADING BOL TERS 


A handful of Congressmen bolted consistently on 


the defection roll calls. 


Virginia's Democratic Sens, Harry Flood Byrd and 
A, Willis Robertson bolted on all four of the Senate roll 
calls lost by the Democrats because of defections by a 
small minority. Allen J, Ellender, Sr. (DI.a.) voted with 
the Democratic majority on WOCs, but with the Republi- 
cans on the other three roll calls. 

No House Republican bolted on all eight of the roll 
calls which the GOP lost through defections. Usher L. 
Burdick (N.D,.) voted against the Republican majority 
on seven of the eight, opposing the Democrats only on 
the income tax cut. Four Republicans bolted on five of 
the eight roll calls: John B, Bennett (Mich.), Alvin E, 
O’Konski (Wis.), Edith Nourse Rogers (Mass.), and 
Charles A, Wolverton (N.J.). 
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Senate Party-Unity Scores 


: ogreement 104 
A Party-Unity roll call 1 me which split the 
parties, the majority of voting Democrats opposing the 
majority of voting Republicans 
2. Party Unity, Domestic Affoirs, 1955 
agreement w 
These 22 roll calls were includ 


ed in the t 


tal 


wt 26 


3. Party Unity, 1954 


} 


mputed under new 


4. Opposition to Party, 1955 


ALABAMA 
0 
afkman oO 
ARIZONA 
dwaterR 
Hayden oO 
ARKANSAS 
Fulbright o 
McClellan o 
CALIFORNIA 


Anowland R 
Kuche be 
COLORADO 

h ttr 
Millik ” 
CONNECTICUT 
bush R 

Purtell R 
DELAWARE 


FLORIDA 
" 4 do 


mathe 1] 


| GEORGIA 


seorge O 
Russell D 
IDAHO 
Jworshak R 
Welker ® 
ILLINOIS 
Dirksen R 
Douglas o 
INDIANA 


Capehart R 





Jenner ® 62 


Low Party-Unity scores may result from absence due to illness 


agreement wit 


formula 


disagreement 


See 


p 


Headnotes 

* Members of House during regular seasior il 
Senate luring seasion that condemned wuduct 
Joseph R. McCarthy (R Wis.) 1954 score Pad 
House voting records plus three Party-Unity ¢ 
McCarthy seasion of Senate 
Members of House » 195 1954 we " ‘ 
voting records 
Not eligible tor all 85 Party-Uni rol ll J 
Ervin N we based the 5 Healor# 
eligible 


who missed roll calls because of illness, p. 1069, before drawing 


3/4 

91 8 
5¢ 8 
8) 12 
56 15 
80 12 
51 19 
74 0 
85 15 
le! 

93 4 
BB 2 
92 12 
45 5 
56 40 
x9 50 
46 4 
ry, | 

‘a 15 
o/ 27 
72 = 27 
a9 4 
1; Ps 

¢ iv 
78 15 


IOWA 
nicke per er 
Mart » 
KANSAS 
arison R 
hoeppel eR 
KENTUCKY 
Gathiey O 
ements D 
LOUISIANA 


MARYLAND 
bea Ww 
Butler Re 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Kennedy O 
ito ta Me 
MICHIGAN 
McNamara O 
Potte we 
MINNESOTA 
humphrey O 
Thye R 
MISSISSIPPI 
tastiand O 
»tenni Do 
MISSOURI! 
Hennings DO 
Symington © 
MONTANA 
Mansfield o 
Murray oO 


100 


18 


62 


66 


77 


68 


100 


14 


9) 


B2 


47 
71 


66 


NEBRASKA 
urtis ® 
Hruska ® 
NEVADA 
Bible o 
Malone Rr 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Bridges ® 
tton R 
NEW JERSEY 
Case r 
Smith R 
EW MEXICO 
iderson DO 
havez Oo 
NEW YORK 
ives ® 
enman D 


NORTH CAROLINA 


vin Oo 

) tt oO 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Langer ® 
Young [7 
Onto 

Bender e 
Bricker ® 
OKLAHOMA 
Ken oO 
Montoney O 
OREGON 

Morse O 
Neuberger oO 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Dulf ew 

Martin ® 





1 2 

4] 66 

81 86 
73 

54 59 
7% 48 
3° 36 
BB 7\ 
35 P) 
6° 4 
46 50 
69 68 
on % 
8) 77 
72 75 
ly , 
A, 4) 
4 82 
}7 82 
73.73 
es) 66 
#1 A 
85 9) 
65 6A 
85 9) 


Check list of Senators 


conclusions 


Week ending 





69 


1 


iY 


15 
9 


23 
12 


85 


5 
»0 


12 


19 


12 


RHODE ISLAND 


fee 0 
Pastore D 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
haston O 
Thurmond oO 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
mer 
Mundt R 
TENNESSEE 
Gow o 
Kelauve D 
TEXAS 
Daniel oO 
JOnAS o 
UTAH 
Bennett @ 
Watku “ 
VERMONT 
Aiken ® 
F iande ” 
VIRGINIA 
Byid O 
" ert dD 
WASHINGTON 
Jacks 1) 
Magnuson 0 


WEST VIRGINIA 
Kilgore © 
Neely O 

WISCONSIN 
McCarthy ® 
Wiley ® 

WYOMING 
Barrett @ 
O'Mahoney O 


sem. 23, 19 








How Representatives Have Supported... 


Perty Unity, 1955. Percentage of 3) Party-Unity roll call 

both toreign and domesti m which Mepresentative 

- 10 @greement with (he 

s party. (A Party-Unity roll call ia one which aplit the 

parties, the majority of voting Democrats opposing the 
majority oA voting Republicans. ) 


” ” ” 
voted yea x “nay vajority of 


Party Unity, Domestic Affoirs, 1955 


Party-Unity roli calls in the tield of domesti aiiau 


Percentage of 
1 of ‘nay’ in agreement 
with the majority of hie party. (These 25 roll calla were 
included in the total of 31.) 


which HMepresentative voted *' ye 


Low Paorty-Unity scores may result from absence due to iliness. Check list of Repre- 
sentatives who missed roll calls because of illness, p. 1069, before drawing conclusions. 











ALABAMA 
1 Andrews 0 
Hoykin O 
/ titietto 
7 Grant oO 
9 Huddleston 
h jones D 
5 Hains O 
4 Koberts o 
6 Selden oO 
ARIZONA 
| KHhodes # 
Udall o 
ARKANSAS 
| Gathings O 
Hanis O 
Nays O 
2 Wills oO 
h Norell oO 
Trimble oO 
IFORMIA 
Allen ®@ 
» Haldwin @ 
/ tingle oO 
Gubser 
Nagen O 
Johason @ 
Mailliand @ 
Miller oO 
Moss oO 
Phillips @ 
Scudder a 
helley oO 
) Sheppard o 
Sisk O 
league @ 
ull a 
Wilson @ 
Younger ® 
Angeles County 
Doyle o 
Hiestand ® 
Hillings @ 
Ninshaw & 
Holifield oO 
Holl @ 
Hosmer @ 
Jackson ®@ 
King oO 
Lipscomb @ 
McDonough @ 
Roosevelt oO 
COLORADO 
4 Aspinall oO 
} Chenoweth @ 
2Hill @ 
| Rogers © 
COMMECTICUT 
3 Cretelia @ 
1 Dedéd o 
4 Morano ® 


5 Patterson # 
Al Sadiak a 
2 Seely Brown 
DELAWARE 
AL McDowell o 
FLORIDA 
? Bennett © 
| Cramer ® 
4 Fascello 
/ Haley O 
5 Herlong O 
8 Matthews o 
6 Rogers O 
1 Sikes © 
GEORGIA 
8 Blitcho 
10 Brown O 
5 Davis © 
4 Fiyat o 


9 Landmum D 

} Lanham oO 

2 Pilcher oO 

| Preston oO 

6 Vinson O 
IDAHO 

? Budge ® 

1 Plost o 
ILLINOIS 

16 Allen @ 

1] Arends @ 


75 Gray oO 
21 Mack oO 
15 Mason ® 
24 Price oO 
14 Reed ® 
20 Simpson ® 
}2 Springer a@ 
18 Velde ® 
23 Vursell @ 


/ Bowler oO. 
1? Boyle o 
13) Church ® 
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* Not eligible tor all 31 Party-Unity roll calla of 1955; soore 
is based on the 30 votes tor which he was eligible 


Low Party-Unity scores may result from absence due to iliness. Check list of Repre 
sentatives who missed roll calls because of iliness, p. 1069, before drawing conclusions 
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Time Stealers? 


PRIVATE BILLS PRODUCED 56 PERCENT OF 1955 LAWS 


National and world issues make the headlines, but 
the colossus on Capitol Hill devotes much of its energy 
to obscure individuals and patches of land. One-third 
of the measures introduced during the 1955 session of 
Congress were private bills. More than one-half the bills 
enacted, Congressional Quarterly found, were private 
laws. They dealt with specific persons and places, not 
with public policies. 

The personal touch plays a big role in a political 
system based on the election of spokesmen to represent 
groups of individuals. But do private bills steal time 
from Congress’ more important work? 


Many types of private bills: 


Claims -- To grant monetary relief for property 
damage or personal injury blamed on the government. 
Immigration and Naturalization -- To grant aliens 
residence cr citizenship, or to prevent their deportation. 
Lond -- To issue and transfer public land titles. 


Congressional Quarterly’s tabulation of bills intro- 
duced during the 84th Congress, first session: 
House Senate Total 
Total Bills %,304 2,865 
Private Bills 
Number 2,943 1,107 4,050 
¥, of Total 33%, 36%, 344, 
Public Bills 
Number 5,361 1,758 yl 
¥, of Total 674%, 644, 66%, 


11,169 


Bills enacted into law during the 1955 session: 


Private Public Total 
Number Enacted 490 390 880 
¥, of Introduced 

Bills Enacted 12% 5Y, BY 
%, of Total Enacted 56%, 449, -- 


rhe Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 narrowed 
the field for private bills by banning their use to pay in- 
dividual pensions, to build bridges over navigable 
streams, and to correct military and naval records, 


HIGH-WATER MARK 


The high-water mark was reached during 1905-07 
when the 59th Congress enacted 6,248 private laws, con- 
stituting 90 percent of its total legislative output. 

From the 76th through the 79th Congress, reports 
Dr. George B, Galloway of the Legislative Reference 
Service, Library of Congress, the proportion of private 
to total laws enacted rose from 39 percent to 55 percent, 

This proportion dropped to 34 percent during the 80th 
Congress, when the partial ban established by the L_egis|- 
lative Reorganization Act took effect, But the proportion 
has climbed again. 

Generally, Galloway says, private claims bills ac- 
count for about one-half the total of all private bills 
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introduced, immigration measures another one-third, and 
land bills about one-tenth. 

No data is available on which Congressmen intro- 
duced the most private bills. 


PRIVATE BILL, PROCEDURE 


Private bills normally are referred to the Judiciary 
Committees. Sponsoring Congressmen and appropriate 
executive agencies submit reports. If approved by com- 
mittee, bills are sent to the floor. In the House, they 
are placed on the private calendar, which is considered 
the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 

Each party appoints three official objectors toshare 
the job of screening private calendar bills in the House. 
If one of them objects to a bill, it is recommitted or 
passed over without action. 

The Senate handles private bills in the same way as 
public bills. Most private bills originate in the House, 
and the Senate generally ratifies House action. 


COST, CRITICISMS 


Galloway calls existing private bill procedure ‘‘very 
costly.’’ He quotes estimates that consideration of claims 
bills in each Congress costs about $125,000, exclusive 
of Congressmen’s salaries, Printing costs alone are es- 
timated at $19,000, Enactment of a single claims bill 
costs almost $200 -- often more than the amount of relief 
provided. The Joint Committee on the Organization of 
Congress said (S Rept 1011) in 1946: 


‘*Private claims bills and inconsequential legislation 
dealing with local affairs and matters only slightly related 
to national policy take an excessive amount of Congres- 
sional time from consideration of national affairs.... 

“‘Congress still tenaciously clings to many insignifi- 
cant details which could be far better handled by the 
executive departments and the courts."’ 


PROPOSED SOLUTIONS 


Among the solutions which have been proposed to 
stem the heavy flow of private bills: 


®@ Establish a joint committee or committees in each 
chamber to handle all private bills. 

® Ban all private bills. 

® Delegate immigration and deportation cases to the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, and land title 
cases to the Bureau of land Management, 


Galloway reports that the House Office of Legisla- 
tive Counsel believes there would be no constitutional ob- 
jection to a banonprivate immigration and claims bills, 
nor to adjudication by executive agencies if Congress set 
clear standards in delegating authority. 

Opponents of delegation fear the combination of fact- 
finding, prosecuting, and judicial authority in an execu- 
tive agency. And, they warn, the agency might lose sight 
of individual rights through over-emphasis of the general 
public-interest viewpoint. 
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@ 360 Sign Petition Against McCarran Act 
@ industrialists, Trainmen View AFL-CIO Merger 
@ AMA Representative Files as Lobbyist | 





CITIZENS OPPOSE McCARRAN ACT 


A group of 360 citizens Sept. 15 submitted a brief to 
the Supreme Court urging that the Internal Security Act 
of 1950 be vacated as ‘‘the most terrible threat so far 
devised to freedom in America,.’’ The law, also called 
the McCarran Act, requires registrations of organizations 
found by the Subversive Activities Control Board to be 
Communist ‘‘action’’ or ‘‘front’’ groups. The Communist 
Party is appealing an order to register. (For law, see 
CQ Almanac, Vol, VI, 1950, pp. 390ff.) 


The citizens said they wished to tell about the ‘‘evils 
of the Act from the point of view of the non-Communist.’’ 
Sen, Pat McNamara (D Mich.), one of the signers, Sept. 
15 said ‘‘the McCarran Act attempts to take away the 
basic right of free association guaranteed to the American 
people by the Bill of Rights,’’ 


Numbered among the signers were 80 clergymen, 76 
educators, 25 physicians, and 13 attorneys, including 
Henry Seidel Canby, chairman of the editorial board, 
Saturday Review of Literature; Robert W, D, Davidson, 
president of Westminster College, Fulton, Mo.; Yehudi 
Menuhin, violinist, Los Gatos, Calif.; Professor Linus 
Pauling, California Institute of Technology; Professor 
John P, Peters, Yale University School of Medicine; 
Deems Taylor, composer, New York City and Professor 
Harold C, Urey, University of Chicago. 


Sept. 17, James T, Farrell, novelist and chairman of 
the American Committee for Cultural Freedom, charged 
the group with attempting to ‘‘whitewash’’ the Com- 
munist party. He called the signers ‘‘naive,’’ said their 
petition was based on a ‘‘grievous and utterly mistaken 
notion of the nature and intent of the world Communist 
movement.’’ The Cultural Freedom Committee is com- 
posed of more than 300 scholars, artists, and scientists. 


LABOR MERGER VIEWED 


An industrial group and a labor union not included in 
the proposed AFI.-CIO merger, had divergent views on 
its effect. (See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 865ff.) 


E, J. McMillan, president, Southern States Industrial 
Council, Sept. 15 said the ‘‘amalgamation of the AFL. and 
C1O...constitutes a threat to our free enterprise economy 
that cannot be disregarded.’’ He was writing in the 
Council’s semi-monthly Bulletin. 
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W. P, Kennedy, president, Brotherhood of Railroad 
rrainmen, Ind., Sept. 19 said the BRT is ‘‘watching 
closely’’ the merger. He said it was ‘‘ good for the future 
of labor,’’ attributed consolidation to ‘‘bigger and bigger 
corporations, and a national Administration that thinks 
along big business lines..."’ 





LOBBYIST REGISTRATIONS 


A representative of the American Medical associa- 
tion, Thomas H, Alphin, was the sole registrant to file 
under the Federal Regulation of Lobbying Act between 
Sept. 10-15. 


EMPLOYER - American Medical Association, 535 N., 
Dearborn St., Chicago 10, III. 


Registrant -- THOMAS H, ALPHIN, M.D,, 1523 | 
St. N.W,, Washington 5, D.C, Filed 9/12/55. 
Legislative Interest -- ‘‘All bills (Senate and House) 


relating to health and welfare 





PRESSURE POINTS 


MINIMUM WAGE - The 300,000-member Retail Clerks 
International Association, AF'l., Sept. 15 said retail store 
employees would not share inthe increase inthe minimum 
wage ‘‘thanks to the pressure of big business."’ The 
Union said it was backing proposals to require employers 
with ‘‘more than five retail establishments,..or one or 
more stores with a total annual volume of sales over 
$500,000 to pay the minimum wage prescribed by the 
statute..."" (For wage increase, see CQ) Weekly Keport, 
p. 1055.) 


CONSERVATIVES --Harry T. Everingham, founder and 
coordinator of We, The People Sept, 17 said ‘‘our gov- 
ernment and other American institutions have been infil- 
trated, and all but taken over, by leftwing forces working 
toward socialism and world government.’’ ‘The state- 
ment was issued as the newly organized political action 
group opened its first national meeting inChicago, Call- 
ing the group non-partisan, Everingham said it seeks to 
form a voting bloc which would back conservative, right- 
wing politicians, regardless of political party. 


SHIPPING -- The Committee of American Steamship 
Lines Sept. 14 expressed confidence United States policy 
of sharing foreign aid shipments on a 50-50 basis between 
U.S, and foreign maritime nations would be upheld in the 
next session of Congress. CASL Chairman A.R, Lintner 
said current efforts of foreign nations to get more than 
‘‘a fair share’’ of foreign aid cargoes would be ‘‘detri 
mental to the welfare of our nation,’’ He added: ‘‘No 
other nation shows the same consideration for foreign- 
flag shipping that we do in this respect.’" (See CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 228.) 
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LEADER FLAYS REPUBLICANS 


Gov, George M, Leader (D Pa,), pinch hitting for 
Ex-President Harry S, Truman, Sept. 14 took the offen- 
sive against President Eisenhower and urged fellow 
Democrats to do likewise, At a fund raising dinner in 
San Francisco, Leader said Democrats would be happy to 
battle the President if he is renominated in 1956. 


“Eisenhower is not a great President,’’ |_eader said, 
‘He is not a leader, He reigns but he does not govern. 
Were he to win the office once again, carrying with him a 
Republican Congress, the hard and ugly underworld in 
the Republican party would again reveal its measure of 
control, again make the President and the nation their 
captive,”’ 


Leader continued his attack in Los Angeles Sept. 15. 
It will take sharp weapons to ‘‘penetrate the screen of 
protective armor that has been put up around Eisen- 
hower,’’ he said, ‘‘and every Democrat has a part to 
play in this work,”’ 

Continued Leader: ‘‘Eisenhower is noconstitutional 
monarch'’,,.. His Administration ‘‘is incapable of sym- 
pathy for the farmer, the workingman, and the small 
businessman, There is no Brownell security policy that 
has built up a shocking crew of government paid in- 
formers and perjurers, It is an Eisenhower policy. 
There was no Hobby snafu on the polio vaccine, It was 
the Eisenhower Administration snafu,”’ 


Republican rebuttal focused on the word ‘‘under- 
world,’’ Murray Snyder, Mr. Lisenhower’s assistant 
press secretary, Sept. 15 said he did not understand the 
Democratic explanation the word ‘‘underworld’’ in l.ead- 
er’s speech meant minority groups within the Republican 
party. ‘‘Underworld’’ meant criminal elements to him, 
Snyder said, adding: ‘I’m aware of an underworld that 
has opposed the Republican party in various elections,”’ 


HARRIMAN A CANDIDATE 


'f ‘‘convinced the convention wanted him,’’ Gov, 
Averell Harriman (D N.Y.) would risk a floor fight with 
Adlai Stevenson for the Democratic P residential nomina- 
tion, N, Y, Democratic State Chairman Michael H. 
Prendergast said Sept, 19, ‘‘Regardless of who he says 
he's for, I'm representing the Democratic Party -- the 
rank and file of it -- when I say I'm for Harriman,"’ he 
added 


NIXON TV ADVICE 


Vice President Richard M, Nixon Sept, 14 advised 
politicos on television fundamentals; said sincerity was 
the most important ingredient for a TV speech, He said 
this could be accomplished only through off-the-cuff, and 
not read, speeches, 


Nixon told the Radio and Television Executives 
Society of New York how he went before TV cameras 
Sept, 21, 1952, with five pages of notes to rebut charges 
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his political campaigns were secretly financed. Any 
successful off-the-cuff speech takes many hours of 
preparation, he said. 





POLITICAL BRIEFS 


Leonard W, Hall, Republican National Committee 
chairman, Sept, 17 told a Mackinac Island, Mich., audience 
that ‘‘the Democratic party nationally is under the control 
of left wing leaders,’’ He said he referred to Walter 
Reuther, president of the CIO United Auto Workers, and 
‘‘the group around him who think like he does,’’ 


Paul M, Butler, Democratic National Committee 
chairman Sept, 21 said the Administration’s fiscal record 
would be a key 1956 issue. 


The October ‘‘Democratic Digest’ charged ‘‘Deals 
and Dealers’’ were flourishing in Washington under the 
GOP. The magazine cited as examples the cases of 
Harold E, Talbott, Air Force secretary who resigned 
after charges he promoted his private business while in 
office. and Adolphe R, Wenzell, government consultant in 
the Dixon-Yates power contract who played a ‘‘dual role,”’ 


The Republican National Committee announced an 
Enrollment of New Republicans Division in an effort to 
recruit young workers, Clarence G, Adamy of Arlington, 
Va., former field director for the National Citizens Com- 
mittee for Educational Television, was named director 
of the new division Sept, 21. 


STATE ROUNDUP 


CONNECTICUT -- Gov. Abraham A, Ribicoff(D)drew 
criticism from labor officials for rebuking the CIO, Sept. 
13. He censured a government workers’ union for in- 
structing its members to ‘‘annoy, persist, and connive’’ 
to gain its ends. 


COLORADO -- A United States grand jury Sept. 14 
indicted Charles A, Haskell, Colorado GOP chairman, on 
a charge of failing to file a Federal tax return on his 
1951 income. Haskell, an attorney and accountant, said: 
‘| do not feel that | am guilty of the charge.”’ 


said 1956 was the time for Republicans to elect a 
governor, Bentley said Republicans would have their best 
chance to unseat four-term Democratic Gov. G. Mennen 
Williams if President Eisenhower headed the national 
ticket. Bentley has announced his willingness to run 
against Williams. 


NEW YORK -- George S, Counts, professor of educa- 
tion at Columbia University, Sept. 15 was named state 
chairman of the Liberal party. Counts, former party vice 
chairman, succeeded Adolf A, Berle, Jr., who resigned 
in July, 1955. New vice chairmen elected: John ( 
Bennett, dean of Union Theological Seminary, and Paul R. 
Hays, Columbia University law professor. 














FARM INCOME, PRICES 


Republicans and Democrats continued their warmup 
for 1956 as they blamed each other for sagging farm 
prices in an otherwise booming economy. Meanwhile, the 
Agriculture Department Sept. 21 reported its losses in 
carrying out farm price support programs reached a 
record high of $799,061,464 during fiscal 1955. This 
figure compared with $419,477,074 for fiscal 1954, the 
previous high mark. (See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 1062, 
1063.) 

Vice President Richard M. Nixon Sept. 17 told a 
Wabash, Ind., farm audience that $8.5 billion worth of 
surpluses born of wartime production rates and the 
former ‘rigid parity’’ law were to blame forthe current 
situation, not GOP flexible supports, Flexible parity, 
he said, ‘‘cannot by any stretch of imagination be held 
responsible for the drop in prices. Almost two-thirds 
of the drop took place before the Eisenhower Adminis- 
tration took over in 1953,"’ 

Nixon promised ‘‘unceasing’’ effort toward full parity 
for farmers, outlined a five-point program he said would 
assure ‘‘full parity in the marketplace;"’ 





® A flexible parity system to keep surpluses under 
control. 

@ A program to develop new markets. 

® Increased research to reduce costs of production 
and distribution and increase uses of farm products. 

@ Rural development to aid marginal farmers. 

® Continued soil conservation and other programs to 
protect the value of the farmers’ investment and improve 
living conditions. 


“"NO EASY WAY OUT” 


Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson Sept. 16 
said he was ‘‘not arnused’’ at what he termed efforts of 
the “‘prophets of gloom and doon,’’ to make political hay 
from the farm income decline. Farmers, he said, were 
caught in a cost-price squeeze which was ‘‘real,.,but not 
new, There’s no easy way out of the situation,’’ Saying 
he had made no decision on recommendations he would 
present Congress in January, Benson added: ‘There 
will be no radical measures like plowing under cotton or 
the slaughter of little pigs.’’ This was in reference to 
New Deal actions in the 1930 depression years, Sept, 21 
Benson called for a ‘‘fair trial’’ for flexible supports 
“‘to demonstrate that they will help bring supplies into 
better balance with demands,”’ 

lwo GOP Representatives, H, Carl Anderson (Minn, ) 
and Leslie C, Arends (IIl.), Sept. 18 suggested a ‘“‘land 
rental) pian’’ as a means of discouraging overprodu 
tion. A similar plan once was proposed by former Vic« 
President Henry A, Wallace when he was the New Deal 
Secretary of Agriculture. Under the plan, the govern- 
ment would pay farmers for taking acreage out of produc - 
tion by ‘‘leasing’’ the land from them 

GOP Sens, Carl T, Curtis (Neb.) and Clifford P, Case 
(N,J.) backed the Administration’s stand, Curtis Sept 
14 said he didn’t see any sure signof a ‘‘political revolt’’ 


Around the Capitol 


among farmers. Weather and market conditions in 1956 
would determine whether there was any such revolt, he 
added, Case Sept. 17 said he was confident Benson ‘‘will 
come up with a sensible program...’’ He said Democratic 
leaders realized ‘‘the farm problems brought on by their 
own lack of policy must now be met with realistic solu- 
tions. ...it is high time the Democrats stopped playing 
politics with the farm problem and developed, instead, a 
program of their own,”’ 


DEMOCRATIC VIEWS 


Democrats met in executive session Sept, 19 at Chica- 
go to make their own program, Under the chairmanship of 
Claude R, Wickard, former Secretary of Agriculture, the 
14-man committee set itself to ‘‘explore all aspects of our 
agricultural problems,.’’ Said Democratic National Chair 
man Paul M, Butler at the meeting: ‘'l cannot understand 
the attitude of Eisenhower toward the farmers, Through 
tariffs, special tax relief, and plain giveaways, the 
President has extended lavish help to his big business 
friends, but somehow it is wrong and immoral to save the 
American farmer.”’ 

Wickard accused the Administration of failing totake 
“one single step to help...farmers.’’ Previously, at the 
same farmers’ gathering where Nixon spoke, Wickard 
said the President had failed to keep a 1952 campaign 
pledge of ‘‘full parity’’ for farmers, ‘‘That didn't mean 
9O percent or any other part of parity; it meant full 
parity,’’ he added 

Other criticisins of the GOP farm program came 


from 
@® About 500 farmers in lowa’s Adams County -- nor- 
mally Republican -- who gathered Sept, 16 at Corning to 


demand government action to bolster farm prices 

® Senate Democratic leader l_yndon B, Johnson (lexas) 
who said Sept. 18 that only the money lenders were profit 
ing from the Administration’ program lhe day before 
Johnson said the Senate would tackle the farm price 
problem early in 1956, 

@ Sen. Robert S. Kerr (I) Okla.) who said Sept. 17 that 
Benson should be removed from office because he was 
“directly responsible’’ for the farm situation, On Sept 
19, Kerr said he did not believe the GOP could run 
successfully on a peace and prosperity platform so long 
as the farmers were in a ‘‘recession,"’ 

® Sen. Mike Mansfield (1) Mont.) who Sept, 19 challenged 
Benson to unveil the Administration's new farm plans 
immediately and ask the Senate and House Agriculture 
Committees to begin hearings on them. 

@ Chairman Harold D, Cooley (D N.C.) of the House 
Agriculture Committee who said Sept, 15 the farm situa 
tion was ‘‘a frightening parallel to what happened to agri 
ulture in the years immediately preceding the great 
depression of the 1930s8."’ 

@® lowa'’s former GOP Gov. Dan Turner, a 1952 vice 
president of the lowa Kisenhower for President drive, who 
Sept. 17 called for the ouster of Benson. He called Mr 


tisenhower a ‘‘great President,’’ said he ‘isn’t getting 


intelligent cooperation’’ from Benson 
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REP. DINGELL DIES 


Detroit's Rep, John D, Dingell, second-ranking 
Democrat on the tax-writing House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee, died at Walter Reed Arimiy Medical Center Sept. 19. 
Hie had been admitted Sept. 16 for a physical check-up. 

A Representative of Michigan's 15th District since 
1933, he had supported New Deal measures and was a 
sponsor of the Murray-Wagner-Dingell bill of 1943 which 
would have liberalized Social Security benefits and created 
a nationwide hospitalization and medical care program. 

Rep. Dingell’s spot onthe Ways and Means Committee 
will be filled by Wilbur Mills (D Ark.).Mills had a 1955 
Congressional Quarterly Party Unity support score of 84, 
Kep. Dingell’s was 58%. A special election probably will 
be held in November to fill the vacant seat, Rep. Dingell 
was the first Member of the 84th Congress to die since 
it convened, (See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 627ff.) 


EAST-WEST TRADE 


Sen, John J, Sparkman (D Ala,) Sept, 15 said, after 
returning from a Russian tour, he favored more trade with 
the Soviet bloc, But, he continued, only consumer goods 
should be involved and not items which might be used to 
build up a war machine, 

Sens, Henry C, Dworshak (R Idaho) and Milton R, 
Young (R N.D.) Sept. 17 said, after their Soviet tour, 
last-West trade should be expanded on a reciprocal basis. 
Said Young: ‘‘If we want Russiatosend us strategic ma- 
terials,,.we may have to,,,send them tooling machines and 
similar equipment,’’ 

Sens, William E, Jenner (R Ind,) and John J, Williams 
(R Del.) Sept. 17 said they opposed resumption of Fast- 
West trade, Jenner said he feared any consumer goods 
sent to Russia would give the Soviets more opportunity 
to expand war production. (See CQ) Weekly Report, 
p. 1063.) 





EXECUTIVE BRIEFS 


JACKSON APPOINTMENT 


Secretary of State John Foster Dulles Sept, 19 ap- 
pointed William HI, Jackson of New York aspecial assis- 
tant to develop plans for negotiation with Russia on re- 
moving barriers to Last-West contacts, Jackson formerly 
was deputy director of the Central Intelligence Agency. 


DEFENSE DATA RESTRICTION 


In an industrial defense and security regulation 
published in the Federal register Sept. 15, the Defense 
Department said industrial management ‘‘should be en- 
couraged to exercise considerable caution prior to any 
release of,,.technical information (unclassified)...’’ which 
“when assembled,,.could contribute,,.to an accurate ap- 
praisal of the strategic intentions of the United States,”’ 


POSSIBLE AID CUT 


The ending of all direct economic aid to Lurope 
during fiscal 1956 was cited as a possibility by Director 
John B, Hollister of the International Cooperation Ad- 


ministration when he returned Sept. 21 from a 58-nation 
meeting of World Bank governors. Hollister said econ- 
omic recovery has gone so far in Europe there seemed 
‘‘very little need’’ for further aid there. (See CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 1063.) 


ARMS INSPECTION 


Harold E, Stassen, special Presidential assistant on 
disarmament problems, Sept. 16 said ‘‘The odds are 
that’’ Russia ‘‘will accept the President’s proposal’’ for 
an East-West exchange of military blueprints and aerial 
inspection. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 1035.) 


POSTAL DEFICIT 


The Post Office Department Sept. 20, in its annual 
financial report, said it ended fiscal 1955 with a deficit 
$29,200,000 below that of fiscal 1954 despite the postal 
workers’ pay raise. Postal revenues totaled $2,349,- 
500,000 up $88,400,000 from fiscal 1954, the report said. 





g CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFS 


rAX CUTS 


Sen, John J, Williams (R Del.) Sept. 16 said because 
of an “‘inflationary trend,..already dangerous’’ he would 
oppose tax reductions in the next session of Congress 
unless projected revenues indicated a budget surplus. 
Rep. Edward H, Rees (R Kan.) Sept. 19 said ‘‘taxes should 
be reduced, but the first step is a balanced national 
budget...’’ If government employment were ‘‘ reduced at 
least 10 percent...greater efficiency should result,’’ he 
said, and a balanced budget would be ‘‘within reach.’’ 


PEACE TALKS 


sen, Walter F, George (ID Ga.) Sept. 19 said he had 
little understanding for ‘‘timorous nitwits’’ fearful of the 
United States talking peace with the Russians, George 
said that although results of the Big Fourtalks might not 
be concrete, “‘yet some of our prisoners of war are home, 
some of our fliers are home, and there is talk of releasing 
allied prisoners from darkest Russia,’’ (See CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 1063.) 


IMMIG RATION 


Sen, James O, Eastland (D Miss.) Sept. 16 said 
relaxing immigration requirements ‘‘would.,.flood the 
United States with criminals and Communist agents,’’ 
Rep, Emanuel Celler (D N.Y.) Sept. 15 said he wanted 
the Refugee Relief Act of 1953 liberalized; attributed lack 
of congressional enthusiasm to do this to President 
Eisenhower's ‘‘failure to exercise vigorous leadership.”’ 
(See C() Weekly Report, p. 1063.) 


UPCOMING ISSUES 


Senate Majority leader | yndon B. Johnson (1) Texas) 
Sept. 17 said new farm price support legislation would be a 
first order of business in the second session of the 84th 
Congress, Other legislation to be taken up early: social 
security liberalization, federal aid for school construc- 
tion, an expanded highway program, and the Colorado 
River basin project, 
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@ Committee Orders Air Force Contract P robe 

@ Ceremony Opens Constitutional Rights Study 

@ Senate Unit Studies F ree Narcotics Clinics 

@ Investigation of Power Firm Mergers Starts 

@ House Groups Surveys Transportation Report | 





Action 


“SAGE” INVESTIGATION 


COMMITTEE -- House Appropriations 

ACTION -- Sept, 21 ordered an investigation of a $2.4 
billion contract for conversion of the existing air defense 
communications system to a ‘‘semiautomatic ground 
environment (SAGE)’’ system. Under terms of the con- 
tract a group of private companies would build the system 
and lease it to the Air Force for a 10-year period 

Comptroller General Joseph Campbell Aug. 15 ruled 
the Air Force could not proceed with the project without 
specific authorization from Congress. Campbell said 
Congress was ‘‘apprised generally of the SAGE system”’ 
but there was no Congressional approval or authorization 
“*for undertaking and financing the extensive communica 
tions program incident to that system,”’ 

Campbell’s ruling was made public by Rep, John W., 
McCormack (D Mass.) who calledthe contract ‘‘one of the 
most amazing transactions ever attempted in the history 
of our government.’’ He said he wanted to know why the 
Army engineers, the Signal Corps, or the Naval Bureau 
of Yards and Docks could not do the engineering, con- 
struction, and electronics work required 


FEDERAL SPENDING 


COMMITTEE -- Joint Committee on Reduction of 
Nonessential Federal Expenditures 

ACTION -- Sept, 20 reported government agencic 
had $91.3 billion in unspent balances as of May 31. Chair- 
man Harry Flood Byrd (D Va.) used figures for May 31 as 
the latest available from the Treasury. These showed 
spending $6.8 billion less than the estimated $64.5 billion 
for the fiscal year ended June 30. 

Byrd emphasized the term ‘‘unexpended balance 
did not mean the cash was in the Treasury. ‘It means, 
he said, ‘‘the agencies on May 31, 1955, were still au- 
thorized to call upon the Treasury to meet their obliga 
tions and other spending authority, Asthe bills gome due, 
the Treasury must provide the funds from tax collection 
other cash on hand, or from borrowed funds, which in 
crease the federal debt.”’ 


CHEESE WINDFALL 


COMMITTEE -- House Government Operations In 
tergovernmental Relations Subcommittee. 

ACTION -- Sept. 17 reported that the ‘illegal pay- 
ment’’ of more than $2 million by the government to a 
group of firms dealing in cheese had been referred to the 


Justice Department. The payments were made in 1954 by 


Committee Roundup 





the Commodity Credit Corp, under the farm price support 
program, (See CQ Weekly Report, p, L002.) 

In a Sept. 16 letter to Secretary of Agriculture bzra 
raft Benson, Subcommittee Chairman L.. H, Fountain (D) 
N.C.) suggested the firms involved be given a chance 
‘‘to voluntarily refund the improper payments’’ before 
legal action was taken 


MANPOWER 
COMMITTEE -- House Post Office and Civil Service 
Manpower Utilization Subcommittee, 
ACTION -- Sept. 22 met with officials of major 


federal agencies and called for reports from each depart 
ment and agency on how it is using its manpower, to be 
followed by periodic reports on progress toward reducing 
payrolls Chairman James C, Davis (I) Ga.) said the 
Subcommittee would seek to reverse the trend toward a 
bigger federal payroll and trim it by a billion dollar: 
yearly, 


Hearings 


PERSONNEL STUDY 


COMMITTEE -- House Government Operations In 
ternational Operations Subcommittes 
CONCLUDED HEARINGS -- On a study of oversea 


personnel administration in the State Department. (See 
(1) Weekly Report, p, LO6OS 

I ESTIMONY -- Sept 16 --Gen, Walter Bedell Smith, 
a former Under Secretary of State, said he could not re 
call the State Department ever turning down a job appli- 
cant ‘‘because of the actionofa relative."" While director 
of the Central Intelligence Agency, he said, ‘‘lwas unable 
to employ highly desirable people because of relative 
behind the [ron Curtain.... It is feltdangerous to employ 
anyone with relatives who may be held as a hostage 


CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS 


COMMITTEE! -- Senate Judiciary (Constitutiona 
Rights Subcommittee, 

BEGAN HEARINGS On ‘‘the present status of con 
stitutional rights in America.’’ 

PESTIMONY -- Sept. | Citizen spokesmen from 


major organizations presented ‘petitions forthe redres 
of grievances” at a hearing Commemorating the lO&th 
anniversary of the signing of the Constitution 

Donald R. Wilson of the American | egion said one of 
the primary functions of the Subcommittee should be to 
afeguard the nation against ‘‘those who would defy the 
Congress, deceive the courts, destroy the government 
and enslave the people while proclaiming that the Con 
stitution prohibits their being unmasked 

Dr. bkugene Carson Blake of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. said the chief concern 


was that “‘no government or branch...think of itself a 


the arbiter or controller of men’s opinion 
or faith 
part of our representatives in government to suppose that 


, Convictions, 
Ihere has been a growing tendency on the 


it is within the competence of the state to determine what 
is and what is not American," 
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Joseph F, Lamb of the Knights of Columbus said: 
“The fraternal citizen would warn against giving undue 
attention or weight to the alarmed cries of clever phrase- 
makers who find evidence of what they call the ‘erosion’ 
of our rights whenever a perjurer or traitor is punished 
for his crime."’ 

Dr. John Lester Buford of the National Education 
Association said: ‘‘Academic freedom has been impaired 
or denied, not only through pressure brought upon 
teachers, but by censorship of textbooks and teaching 
materials,”’ 

Roy Wilkins of the National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People said ‘‘practically throughout 
the country, Negro citizens are denied in varying degrees 
the full citizenship rights envisioned by the Constitution.’’ 
He cited voting discrimination and opposition to school 
desegregation as instances of denial of Negro rights. 

John C, Lynn of the American Farm Bureau Federa- 
tion and A, Boyd Campbell of the Chamber of Commerce 
of the U.S, said collective bargaining agreements which 
forced workers to join unions violated the First Amend- 
ment’s freedom of association guarantee, They also 
protested federal expansion into state and local authority. 

William FP, Schnitzler of the American Federation of 
|.abor urged repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act and other 
laws containing broad regulatory language that ‘‘could 
be utilized to make criminals out of decent and honest 
workers pursuing just and proper activities,” 

J, Russell Wiggins of the Freedom of Information 
Committee of the American Society of Newspaper [-ditors 
said the people's right to know about their government, 
considered ‘‘fundamental’’ and ‘‘elementary’’ in 1789, was 
currently ‘‘being disregarded all too frequently.”’ 

Mrs. John G, Lee of the League of Women Voters 
said ‘‘tolerance and respect for the opinions of others is 
being jeopardized by men and women whose instincts are 
worthily patriotic, but whose minds are apparently un- 
willing to accept the necessity for dissent within a 
400 iety.’’ 

John I), Randall ofthe American Bar Association said 
‘“'slogans’’ are ‘‘no way in which to examine our rights... 
Such generality is extremely harmful because people... 
might possibly believe’’ some branches of the government 
had failed in their duties, 


TRANSPORTATION STUDY 


COMMITTEE -- House Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce Transportation and Communications Subcom- 
mittee, 

BEGAN HEARINGS -- On the report of the Presi- 
dential Advisory Committee on Transport Policy and 
Organization, (See CQ) Weekly Report, p. 475.) 

PES TIMON Sept. 19 -- Secretary of Commerce 
Sinclair Weeks said the Advisory Committee's recom- 
mendations were ‘‘not aimed at giving one form of trans- 
portation an unfair advantage over another,"’ He urged 
limiting the Interstate Commerce Commission's regula- 
tory authority ‘‘tothe prescription of reasonable minimum 
and maximum rates Weeks denied trucking industry 
charges that abolition of ICC's price-fixing system would 
vive the railroads an unfair advantage over their com- 


petitors, 
Ile said the recommendations were designed to 


strengthen” publicly regulated common carriers -- both 
railroad and motor transport -- against contract truckers 
and “private’’ trucking fleets owned by manufacturers, 
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Weeks said the changes would strengthen the common 
carrier system, which was steadily weakening. 

Director Arthur S, Flemming of the Office of Detense 
Mobilization said the policy proposed new safeguards in 
determining reasonable maximum rates where it could 
be shown the carrier had no effective Competition for 
certain traffic. 

Secretary of Defense Charles E, Wilson also en- 
dorsed the proposed new policy. He said *‘.,.greater 
flexibility in rate making will enable common carrier 
management to adjust rates more readily and rates will 
be permitted to reflect cost advantages whenever they 
exist and to their full extent.’’ He added: ‘‘It is the 
common carrier segment of our transportation industry 
upon which primary reliance must be placed in the event 
of an emergency.”’ 

Sept. 20 -- J, Carter Fort of the Association of 
American Railroads said the Association generally 
favored the recommendations of the Advisory Committee, 
He supported a recommendation providing, in effect, that 
a regulated carrier should not be barred from establish- 
ing a competitive rate merely because of its effect on 
another form of transportation. ‘‘In resisting the recom- 
mendations of the Advisory Committee with respect to 
competitive rates the trucks are attempting to protect 
traffic for which they are not economically qualified and 
which they can be assured of only asa result of artificial 
restraints upon their competitors,”’ he said, 

James F, Pinkney ofthe American Trucking Associa- 
tion, Inc., predicted that adoption of the new policy would 
lead to a ‘“‘rate-cutting war’’ with ‘‘the inevitable effect 
of driving the independent trucking industry out of 
business.’’ He said, ‘If carriers were permitted to es- 
tablish rates solely at their discretion, it is inevitable 
that competitively-made rates would favor the large 
shipper, the large producing and consuming Communities, 
and the commodities moving in heavy volume as against 
the small shipper, the small community, and the com- 
modity which moves in small volume,"’ ‘‘Chaos’’ would 
result if the government discarded ‘‘the wealth of ad- 
ministrative and judicial precedent’’ built up around ex- 
isting policy, he said. 

Sept. 21 -- Giles Morrow of the Freight Forwarders 
Institute said his industry was faced with ‘‘cut-throat 
competition of fly-by-night operators.’’ 
proposal to set up more exacting standards to specify 


Hle endorsed a 


which groups of shippers acting together were subject to 
federal regulation, 

Chester ( Thompson of the American Waterways 
Operators, Inc 
Advisory Committee as “‘ill-advised’’ and a “‘hunting 
license for the railroads.’’ He said ‘‘the overall policy 
announced publicly by the Administration with respect to 


assailed the recommendations of the 


the small businessman is being absolutely contraven 
by the new transportation policy announced by the Cabinet 
committee,"’ 

Dave Beck, AFI. Teamsters Union president, in a 
statement said limitation of ICC regulatory authority 
would bring back ‘‘the good old days of railroad monopoly 
and unlimited power 


COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA 


COMMITTEI - Senate Judiciary Inte: 
Subcommittec 

HELD HEARINGS -- In New Orleans, L.a., 
labeled propaganda mailed into the United States, 











TESTIMONY -- Sept. 21 -- Irving Fishman, a New 
York customs official, said one million pieces of un- 
labeled Communist propaganda entered New Orleans 
every month and filtered to schools, libraries, and labor 
groups throughout the United States. ‘I have not seen 
a single piece labeled,’’ he said. Subcommittee Counsel 
Richard Arens said the law required all propaganda to 
be labeled. 


NARCOTICS 


COMMITTEE -- Senate Judiciary Narcotics Subcom- 
mittee. 

HELD HEARINGS -- At New York City, on drug 
addiction. (See CQ Weekly Report, p, 852.) 

TESTIMONY -- Sept, 19 -- New York Gov. Averell 
Harriman (D) said elimination of the causes of addiction 
could be furthered by wiping out slum areas, combating 
juvenile delinquency, and a drive against crime sources. 
He suggested compulsory treatment and federal economic 
and diplomatic sanctions against countries supplying 
drugs ‘‘to dry up the stream of narcotics”’ 

Dr. Hubert S,. Howe of the New York Academy of 
Medicine said placing addicts in institutions under com- 
pulsion would establish ‘‘great incubators of addiction 
and crime.’’ Dr. Howe proposed allowing the drug addict 
“a minimum requirement (of narcotics) under licensed 
medical supervision.’’ ‘This, he said, would not ‘‘force 
him to get (drugs) by criminal activities.’’ Many addicts, 
getting a daily supply of drugs, could earn a living and 
be useful citizens, he said, 

Sept. 20 -- Dr. George H, Stevenson of the University 
#f British Columbia said supplying narcotics to addicts 
at Clinics would ‘‘increase the problem and force people 
to remain addicts.’’ Commissioner Harry J, Anslinger 
of the U.S. Bureau of Narcotics, said the clinic supply 
plan was ‘‘a proposal that the government sell poison 
at reduced prices to its citizens,’’ U.S, Narcotics Bureau 
records released Sept. 20 said four Ohio cities that once 
permitted addicts to buy narcotics legally found the 
experiment failed. 

Surgeon General |.eonard A, Scheele said the most 
effective way to cope with the addict problem was through 
hospitalization. 

Subcommittee Chairman Price Daniel (D Texas) said 
he was ‘‘convinced we are never going to lick’’ the 
narcotics problem ‘‘until we take the drug addicts off 
the streets,”’ 

Sept. 21 -- Dr. Fred §, Baldi, a Pennsylvania 
penitentiary official, said some addicts said they wanted 
to abstain but were ‘‘such colossal liars’’ they could 
not be believed. He said the clinic supply proposal was 
dangerous. 

A New York City teenager, whose name was not re- 
vealed, told of a Christmas party that had turned into a 
heroin spree for 15 young persons. This led him into 
narcotics addiction, he said, and he became a burglar 
to maintain the costly habit. 

His sister who gave the party, said she tired of 
asking her husband to give up narcotics, had tried it 
herself, and had become an addict. She said she could 
get any amount of narcotics, if she had the price, from 
peddlers operating in New York City. 

New York City Police Commissioner Stephen P. 
Kennedy said it was the ‘‘duty and obligation’’ of parents 
and neighbors to volunteer information tothe police about 
delinquent children and narcotics sales. He told of the 
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recent increase of the narcotics squad to 200 policemen 
and said the Police Department was now ‘effectively 
meeting’’ the local enforcement problem. 


POWER MERGERS 


COMMITTEE -- Senate Judiciary Antitrust and 
Monopoly Subcommittee. 

BEGAN HEARINGS -- On mergers in the electric 
power industry. (For House hearings on power policies, 
see CQ Weekly Report, p. 1051.) 

PESTIMONY -- Sept. 21 -- Walter J, Gruber of Union 
Securities Corp., New York, denied his firm maneuvered 
for a merger of two northwest power utilities in order 
to obtain new underwriting business for itself, A stock- 
holders committee, of whichGruber's firm was amember, 
said it represented interests of stockholders of Puget 
Sound Light and Power Co, It was formed in 1952 to 
work for a merger of the Puget Sound Co, and Washington 
Water Power Co, Gruber said neither he nor his firm 
owned stock in Puget Sound Co, at thattime, although his 
firm owned blocks of the stock from time to time. 

Alfred Berman of Puget Sound Co, said the invest- 
ment houses had no right to claim they spoke for stock- 
holders when they only sold shares to these persons, 

Frank Mclaughlin, Puget Sound Co, president, in a 
letter produced by the Subcommittee, said two stock- 
holders committee members were large firms which 
“have placed large securities issues for Washington 
Water Power.’’ He wrote his company “‘believes’’ they 
wanted to ‘‘take over Puget’s properties and customers 
under the guise of merger...."’ 

Subcommittee Chairman Joseph ( 
Wyo.) said the stockholders committee’ 
was ‘“‘to lay the groundwork for a very good operation 
in the interest of the investment houses,”’ 

Chandler Hovey, Jr., of White, Weld and Co, said 
his firm held blocks of Puget Sound Co, stock at various 
times to ‘‘maintain a market’’ for that security 

O’Mahoney said this appeared to be different from 
the position of a ‘‘bona fide’’ stockholder 

Hovey said the stockholders committee July 20 wrote 
stockholders to urge their support for the proposed 
merger, The letter was withdrawn after the Securities 
and Exchange Commission advised the group that it was, 


O'Mahoney (1D) 
chief purpose 


in effect, soliciting proxies to be used in voting the 
merger. 

Hovey said the committee ‘‘made all kinds of efforts 
to indicate’’ the letter was notaproxy letter, Hovey said 
his firm ‘‘honestly believed’’ it was doing a service to 
its customers in promoting the merger, He said on 
July 20 neither he nor his firm owned stock in the Puget 
Sound Co,, although their names were on the letterhead 
of the stockholders committee, 

O’Mahoney said he thought the commitee had pre 
pared ‘‘a very clever letter” that ‘‘tried to get around’ 
SEC regulations, 

Subcommittee Counsel Joseph W, Burns said several 
firms on the stockholders committee ‘‘appear to have 
close banking relationships with Electric Bond and Share 
Co, and Washington Water Power Co,” Washington 
Water Power was a former member of the holding sya- 
tem of Electric Bond and Share, a subsidiary of which 
was Ebasco Services, Inc, Burns said Ebasco had ‘‘a 
substantial and continuing interest’’ in promoting the 
merger of the two Washington utilitie 
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COMMITTEE CALENDER 


SENATE COMMITTEES 


Post Office and Civil Service Government Lm- 
ployees Security Program Subcommittee -- 
Federal security program, Continues 
through Sept. 28, 

Judiciary Antitrust and Monopoly Subcommit- 
tee -- Dixon- Yates power contract, 

Judiciary Constitutional Rights Subcommittee 
-- Freedom of religion and separation of 
church and state, Continues through Oct. 7, 

4 Interstate and Foreign Commerce Merchant 
Marine Training Subcommittee -~- Merchant 
Marine training and education, at Castine, 
Maine. Continues at Portland, Maine, Oct. 
6; Massachusetts Maritime Academy, Oct. 
24, 25; Fort Schuyler, N.Y., Oct. 26; Kings 
Point, N.Y,, Oct, 27, 28; Washington, D.C., 
Oct, 31. 

17 Judiciary Narcotics Subcommittee -- Nar- 
cotics traffic in Texas, at Houston, Con- 
tinues through Oct. 21 at San Antonio, 
Dallas, and Fort Worth, 

17 Judiciary Constitutional Rights Subcommittee 
-- Freedom of speech and press, Continues 
through Oct, 28. 

24 Senate Agriculture and Forestry -- lederal 
farm programs at St, Paul, Minn, Continues 
at Worthington, Minn,, Oct, 25; Des Moines, 
lowa, Oct, 26; Brookings, S.D., Oct. 27; 
Minot, S.D,, Oct, 28; Pendleton, Ore., Oct. 
31; Fresno, Calif,, Nov, 2; Albuquerque, 
N.M., Nov. 4; Hutchinson, Kan., Nov, 7; 
Fort Worth, Texas, Nov. 8, 9; Alexandria, 
l.a,, Nov, 10; Macon, Ga,, Nov, 12; Colum- 
bia, S.C,, Nov, 14; Raleigh, N.C,,Nov. 15; 
Montpelier, Vt., Nov, 18; Utica, N.Y., Nov. 
19; Chicago, Ill,, Nov, 21. 

Judiciary Constitutional Rights Subcommittee 
-- Right of assembly. Continues through 
Dec, 9, 

14 Interior and Insular Affairs Minerals, Materi- 
als, and Fuels Subcommittee -- Government 
timber sale policies, at Redding, Calif. 
Continues at Klamath Falls, Ore., Nov. 15; 
Medford, Ore., Nov, 16; Roseburg, Ore., 
Nov, 17; Eugene, Ore., Nov. 18; Portland, 
Ore., Nov. 21; Quinault Indian Reservation, 
Wash., Nov. 22; Stevenson, Wash., Nov. 23; 
Colville Indian Reservation, Wash., Nov. 25; 
Seattle, Wash,, Nov. 28. 

21 Judiciary Immigration and Naturalization 
Subcommittee -- MecCarran-Walter Act 
changes. 

Public Works -- Consider authorizing power 
development of the Niagara River. 

Interstate and Foreign Commerce -- Radio 
and television industry. 


Sep 26 


Nov 14 


Jan 15 


” part 
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HOUSE COMMITTEES 


Interior and Insular Affairs Irrigation and | 
Reclamation Subcommittee -- Alaska’s | 
water resources, at Kodiak. Continues at | 
Juneau, Sept. 27; Ketchikan, Oct, 2. 

Judiciary Claims Subcommittee -- Japanese- | 
American war damage claims, at San Fran- | 
cisco. Continues Sept. 27 at San Francisco} 
and at |.os Angeles, Sept. 29, 30. 

Public Works Special Water Resources and| 
Power Subcommittee -- Recent hurricane | 
damage and water resource development 
problems, at Raleigh, N.C, Continues Sept. 
29. 

Government Operations Special Subcommittee | 
-- Suppression of government information. | 

Agriculture Special Subcommittee -- Farm| 
prices, at Houston, Texas. Continues on| 
unspecified dates in louisiana, Alabama, | 
Mississippi, and Tennessee. 

Ways and Means Special Subcommittee -- 
Excise tax problems. Continues through 
Oct, 18, 

Banking and Currency Housing Subcommittee 
-- National housing, at New York City. Con- 
tinues at New York Oct, 6; Newark, N.J., 
Oct, 11; Philadelphia, Oct, 12, 13. 

Interior and Insular Affairs Special Subcom- 
mittee -- Water distribution system leaks 
of the Southern San Joaquin (Calif,) Muni- 
cipal Utility District, at Delano, Calif. 
Continues Oct, 12. 

Merchant Marine and Fisheries -- Shipping 
industry labor problems, at Los Angeles, 
Continues Oct, 21, 

Small Business -- Anti-price discrimination 
law administration, Continues through 
Nov. 4. Resumes Nov, 14. 


JOINT COMMITTEES 


Economic Report Economic Statistics Sub- 
committee -- Evaluate Federal Reserve 
System statistics, Continues Oct. 5, 

Economic Report Economic Stabilization Sub- 
committee -- Automation, Continues through 
Oct, 28, 

Economic Report Economic Statistics Sub- 
committee -- Unemployment, Continues 
Nov. 8, 

Economic Report Foreign Economic Policy 
Subcommittee -- Foreign economic policy. 
Continues through Nov, 17, 

Economic Report Low-Income Families Sub- | 
committee -- low-income families. Con- 
tinues through Nov. 23, 

Economic Report Tax Policy Subcommittee 
-- Tax policy. Continues through Dec. 16 


} 








Capitol Quotes 








INVESTIGATIONS -- ‘‘Innumerable Congressional 
investigations and inquiries are being shaped up in 
Washington, and within the next month they will be 
underway.... Staff members of the various commit- 
tees and subcommittees have been readying materi- 
al, setting up agendas, and making other preparations 
since Congress adjourned.... The Congressmen... 
will be seeking information for use in shaping 
legislation when Congress reconvenes; they will be 
endeavoring to spotlight mistakes of the Administra- 
tion, and to develop corrective alternatives, And, 
as is always the case in Congressional investigative 
hearings, some will be for...headline-grabbing.’’ -- 
Rep. Harlan Hagen (D Calif.) Sept. 22 newsletter. 


TAX REDUCTION -- ‘‘...tax reduction will be a 
major item of consideration and controversy in the 
next session (of Congress), Two aspects of the 
problem appear certain to be major subjects of 
controversy. One is the issue of whether priority 
should be given to balanced federal budget and, 
possibly, to debt reduction or to atax cut regardless 
of whether it prevents a balanced budget and debt 
reduction, The other issue, of course, will be the 
type of tax reduction...first priority should be given 
to the matter of a balanced budget, Certainly, if the 
federal government is ever to resume the healthy 
habit of living within its income it must in the present 
period of business prosperity and rising yield of tax 
revenues,.,, Unfortunately...many people have come 
to view a balanced federal budget and debt reduction 
as a theoretical or abstract ‘good’ rather than a 
very real and practical benefit. And there has been 
the further consideration that tax reduction -- without 
regard to its adverse effect on achievement of a 
balanced budget or debt reduction -- has an obvious 
political appeal.’’ -- Rep, August E, Johansen (R 
Mich.) Sept. 21 newsletter. 


CONSIDERATION -- ‘‘Stop and think how many 
times a day you and I go about our business thought- 
lessly concerned in our own affairs without consider- 
ation for the other person. The closer someone is 
to us, the more negligent we seemto be. Yet it would 
take us only a few seconds to render courtesy and 
kindness to our fellow man and the results would be 
well worth the small effort required.’’ -- Rep. 
Elizabeth Kee (D Va.) Sept. 19 newsletter. 





HOLLAND -- *‘Amsterdam from the air or on the 
ground makes several distinct impressions, order 
and cleanliness, The more one travels about in 
Holland other characteristics appear, (The people) 
are businesslike but friendly, and mighty proud of the 
terrific economic recovery made in Holland since 
the end of World War Il.... In driving around the 
Dutch countryside,..1 learned to admire the fine high- 
way network that covers allof Holland, They not only 
build excellent roads, but,..construct paralleling and 
comparable bicycle paths, It is almost unbelievable 
the number of Dutch of all ages who use the bike as 
the main source of transportation,”’ -- Rep. Gerald 
R, Ford, Jr,, (R Mich.) Sept, 22 newsletter, 


FARM SQUEEZE -- ‘‘Our nation today is experienc- 
ing the greatest wave of prosperity inits history and 
the outlook is exceedingly bright for a long and in- 
definite period.,.. Yes, we are zooming right along, 
Most of our people are eating ‘high on the hog’ -- 
that is, everyone but the man who produces the hog. 
There's no denying that the man taking a beating is 
the very one who is fundamental to the American 
economy -- the farmer. His costs continue to rise 
and his income dwindles, This forces himto produce 
more...in a desperate effort to keep his total income 
at a necessary level. That means more surpluses, 
with a consequent depressing of prices he receives, 
This is a vicious and demoralizing situation, There 
is no more patriotic or patient man in this country 
than the average farmer."’ -- Rep. Larl Wilson (R 
Ind.) Sept. 19 newsletter. 

‘‘Planned security can never settle the farm 
problem. We have tried that for several years and it 
hasn't worked, It isn’t working today, Artificial 
support prices have been tried, but planned scarcity 
has been applied to keep down production, and in the 
end neither proper supports nor the amount of crops 
which a farmer can grow under rigid limitation of 
production have seen the farmer elevated to 4 position 
of equality with industry in general, No supports can 
relieve the farmer unless he has enough planting area 
to warrant his investment in heavy machinery...no 
matter how we try to figure out the farm problem, just 
as s00n 48 we rest any partofthe program on limited 
production we soon learn that we have solved 
nothing.’” Rep. Usher L, Burdick (R ND.) Sept, 15 
newsletter. 








The Week in Congress 





° A House subcommittee held hearings on the report of 
Transportation a special Presidential commission ontransport policy; 
heard it assailed bytruckers and maritime interests, defended by the Administration 
and railroaders. A ‘‘rate-cutting war’’ would drive independent truckers out of 
business if commission recommendations were adopted, atruckers’ association pre- 
dicted. A railroad group said the highway haulers wanted ‘‘artificial restraints’’ on 
their competitors. Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks said the recommenda- 


tions would not give ‘‘one form of transportation an unfair advantage.”’ 


Power Mergers 


Security underwriters appeared before a Senate sub- 
committee to deny they maneuvered power utilities 
into mergers so that the underwriters could get addi- 
tional business, Subcommittee Chairman Joseph C, 
O'Mahoney (D Wyo.) said a committee of stockholders 
of a Northwest utility was formed to press for merger 
with another utility in the “interest of the investment 
houses.”’ 


Farm Income 


[he warmup for the 1956 political campaign grew 
hotter. Republicans and Democrats blamed each 
other for sagging farm prices, promised relief early 
in 1956 when Congress reconvenes. Meanwhile, Vice 
President Richard M, Nixon outlined a five-point 
program he said was designed to assure ‘‘full parity 
in the market place,’’ and Democrats gathered in 
Chicago to formulate their program. 


Congressman Dies 


Detroit's Rep. John D, Dingell, second-ranking Dem- 
ocrat on the House Ways and Means Committee, was 
the first Congressman to die since the 84th Congress 
convened. A New Deal supporter, he had sponsored 
a bill which would have created a nationwide hos- 
pitalization and medical care program. 


Bill of Rights 


‘‘Petitions for the redress of grievances’’ were 
presented before the Senate Judiciary Constitutional 
Rights Subcommittee in a ceremonial hearing com- 
memorating the signing of the Constitution. The 
Subcommittee also used the ceremony to signal the 
start of a series of hearings on the Bill of Rights. 


Stories here are summaries of the week's events. For Weekly 


Report pages with more details, check Contents on the cover 








Personal Touch 


The personal touch plays a big role in a 
political system based on the election of an indi- 
vidual to represent groups. That’s why, although 
national and world issues make the headlines, 
much of Capitol Hill’s time is devoted to obscure 
individuals and patches of land, Thus, one-third 
of the measures introduced during the 1955 ses- 
sion of Congress were private bills, more than 
one-half the bills enacted became private laws, 





— 





Drugs 


The Senate Judiciary Narcotics Subcommittee studied 
suggestions that clinics be established to give dope 
addicts free drugs in an effort to wean them away 
from high-priced criminal peddlers, ‘‘Many addicts 
getting a daily supply of drugs could earna living and 
be useful citizens,’’ a backer ofthe plansaid. Others 
criticized the proposal, saying it would ‘‘increase the 
(drug) problem and force people to remain addicts.”’ 
U.S, Narcotics Commissioner Harry J. Anslinger told 
the Subcommittee the clinic supply plan was ‘‘a pro- 
posal that the government sell poison at reduced 
prices to its citizens,”’ 


Party Unity 


Republicans and Democrats clashed on only about 
one-third of Congress’ roll-call votes in 1955. Ac- 
cording to Congressional Quarterly’s analysis of 
Party Unity, a majority of Democrats voted against a 
majority of Republicans on 57 -- or 35 percent -- of 
the year’s 163 roll calls, The two majorities voted 
in agreement on the other 106 rollcalls, In 1954, by 
contrast, Democratic and Republican majorities 
clashed on 44 percent of the 257 roll-call votes. 
Election-year conflicts helped to sharpen the record 
of disagreement. The pattern of party division was 
markedly different in the two chambers in 1955. 
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